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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH JOINS NATIONWIDE RESPONSE  

TO AIDS CRISIS AMONG AFRICAN-AMERICANS  
 

 (Richmond, Va.)— On February 7, 2005, the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) will join more 
than 700 agencies across the United States to offer public education programs designed to reduce the growing 
epidemic of HIV in the African-American community.  In observance of the fifth annual National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, the Division of HIV, STD, and Pharmacy Services will coordinate statewide 
events and HIV testing to encourage citizens to: 
 

• Get educated – know how to protect yourself 
• Get tested – know your HIV status to prevent the transmission of the disease  
• Get involved – help the members of your community with resources and treatment options 

  

 In 2003, more African-Americans were reported to have HIV/AIDS than any other racial or ethnic 
group in the country.  “Across the nation, 72 African-Americans are infected with HIV every day,” said 
Casey W. Riley, Director of the Division of HIV, STD, and Pharmacy Services.  In Virginia, African-
Americans make up 20 percent of the population yet constitute over 63 percent of the HIV cases.   

More than 72 percent of HIV prevention funds distributed by VDH are targeted towards African-
Americans. The Division also designates a specific portion of its funding for communities with high 
morbidity rates among African-Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities.  The Division’s Minority 
AIDS Project aims to: work with HIV-infected individuals to prevent transmission, reduce mother-to-child HIV 
transmission, and to provide educational programs to high-risk populations.  The following organizations were 
funded in 2004 to work with affected minority communities: 
  

• Ethiopian Community Development Council - provides HIV prevention education services to 
African immigrants 

• Faith Community Baptist Church - provides HIV prevention services to high-risk youth and 
adult substance abusers 

• Hampton Newport News Community Service Board - provides HIV prevention education, 
counseling and testing to high-risk youth and adult substance abusers 

• International Black Women’s Congress - provides HIV prevention education to men who have 
sex with men, high-risk youth, and adult substance abusers  

• K. I. Services - provides HIV prevention education, counseling and testing to African-Americans, 
Latinos, and members of the homeless community 

• Minority Health Consortium - provides HIV prevention education, counseling and testing 
services to youth and adults in the corrections system, African-Americans, Latinos, adult substance 
abusers, and men who have sex with men 
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• Tidewater AIDS Community Taskforce - provides HIV prevention education to African-

American high-risk adults, men who have sex with men, and adult substance abusers 
• Whitman-Walker Clinic of Northern Virginia - provides HIV prevention education, counseling 

and testing to African-Americans, Latinos, and men who have sex with men 
 
Although there is no cure for HIV/AIDS, individuals are living longer, healthier lives through a 

regimen of effective medications, proper nutrition, and care.  Patients who do not have health insurance or 
Medicaid coverage may receive necessary medications and medical services through the Virginia AIDS Drug 
Assistance Program and other health care programs respectively.  People who think they could be at risk for 
HIV should see their health care provider for testing and treatment.  For more information about HIV/AIDS, 
other sexually transmitted diseases, or programs offered across the state, contact the HIV/STD/Viral Hepatitis 
Hotline at        1-800-533-4148 or visit the Division’s Web site at www.vdh.virginia.gov/std.  Additional 
resources can also be found by visiting the National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day Web site at 
www.blackaidsday.org.  
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